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Gourm
et Tuscany, hear what our travelers had to say…

C
alling

 all food
ie and

 w
ine lovers! W

e just sent a g
roup

 of B
urkhalter Travelers to the 

p
icturesq

ue tow
n of M

ontecatini Term
e in Italy. The rolling

 hills w
ere covered

 w
ith 

olive trees, vineyard
s and

 p
op

p
ies as far as the eye can see, it w

as a p
erfect scene 

straig
ht from

 the m
ovies! Sp

end
ing

 seven nig
hts in the b

eautiful tow
n of M

ontecatini 
located

 in the Province of Pistoia w
as such a nice rep

rieve from
 the g

et up
 and

 g
o of 

norm
al tours. There w

as p
lenty of free tim

e along
 w

ith no shortag
e of food

, g
reat local 

sp
ecialties and

 w
ine…

d
on’t forg

et the w
ine! W

e learned
 that the B

lack Rooster is the 
sym

b
ol for all C

hianti m
ad

e in the reg
ion and

 w
e w

ere ab
le to taste the b

est, B
runello

 
d

i M
ontalcino. The b

est w
ay to enjoy C

hianti is to accom
p

any it w
ith local m

eats, 
salam

i, cheeses, olive oil and
 b

read
. M

any of us took the Funicolare (cab
le car) up

 the 
m

ountain to M
ontecatini A

lto that overlooked
 all of the city to w

atch the sun set and
 

take in the b
reathtaking

 view
s! 

O
ur tour also includ

ed
 d

ay trip
s to the sm

all tow
ns of Lucca and

 B
olg

heri, w
hich is 

know
n b

est for their road
s lined

 w
ith tall cyp

ress trees. W
e had

 p
lenty of free tim

e in 
each of these tow

ns w
hich g

ave us the op
p

ortunity to really im
m

erse ourselves into
 

the culture and
 really “live like a local.” W

e visited
 the w

ine estate of C
asa d

i Terra 
w

here they are know
n to g

row
 the b

est g
rap

es of the reg
ion d

ue to their g
reat soil, 

sun and
 location to the sea. C

asa d
i Terra hand

 p
icks all of their ow

n g
rap

es and
 

have tw
o, yes only tw

o w
orkers w

ho can b
ottle up

 to 2,000 b
ottles in one hour! 

The hig
hlig

ht of the tour w
as g

oing
 to a local Tuscan Farm

 w
here w

e had
 the chance 

to create a three-course farm
 to tab

le d
inner. W

e toured
 the g

round
s to see their 

olive trees, veg
etab

le/herb
 g

ard
ens and

 their b
eautiful roses, w

hich they m
ake w

ine 
and

 jam
 out of. The host fam

ily p
icked

 fresh herb
s and

 veg
etab

les from
 their g

ard
en 

for us to use in our p
rep

aration of our B
ruscetta and

 Zup
p

a (soup
). Pasta, how

 can 
you b

e in Italy w
ithout eating

 hom
em

ad
e p

asta!! W
e w

ere g
iven tw

o farm
 fresh eg

g
s 

and
 a m

ound
 of flour, now

 it w
as tim

e to g
et out hand

s d
irty and

 create our p
asta! 

O
nce w

e created
 our d

oug
h, w

e used
 a trad

itional p
asta m

achine to crank the p
asta 

into thin sheets, w
hich in turn b

ecam
e our p

ap
p

ard
elle p

asta. O
ur p

ap
p

ard
elle p

asta 
w

as served
 w

ith fresh tom
atoes from

 the g
ard

en, olive oil fresh b
read

 and
 of course 

local w
ine p

airing
s. O

ur d
essert w

as a trad
itional Italian favorite, T

iram
isu. M

ang
ia!  

The w
eather w

as p
erfect this tim

e of year, early June, w
e d

od
g

ed
 one show

er or 
tw

o, b
ut otherw

ise it w
as sunny and

 w
arm

. O
ur fifteen travelers from

 M
ad

ison m
ad

e 
a g

reat ad
d

ition to the other nineteen m
em

b
ers of our tour g

roup
 w

ho hailed
 from

 
Florid

a, N
ew

 York, A
ustralia and

 N
ew

 Zealand
. W

e all had
 an am

azing
 w

eek!

W
H

EN
 D

ID
 YO

U
 

1
ST G

ET B
IT B

Y
 

TH
E TRA

V
EL B

U
G

?  
I g

rew
 up

 on a rural 
farm

 in W
isconsin 

and
 sp

ent m
ost 

of m
y child

hood
 

w
orking

 on the 
farm

, d
oing

 chores 
etc.  The first chance I had

 travel I 
w

ent for it and
 fell in love w

ith it. 

H
O

W
 LO

N
G

 H
A

V
E YO

U
 B

EEN
 

IN
 TH

E TRA
V

EL IN
D

U
STRY? M

y 
d

ream
 w

as alw
ays to w

ork in the 
travel ind

ustry, w
hen I w

as young
er, 

I had
 the op

p
ortunity to attend

 
M

A
TC

 and
 g

rad
uate from

 their 1-year 
travel p

rog
ram

. M
A

TC
 had

 g
reat job

 
p

lacem
ent and

 I w
as p

laced
 in the 

Vacation Travel D
ep

artm
ent here at 

B
urkhalter Travel. B

urkhalter Travel 
has b

een m
y hom

e aw
ay from

 hom
e 

and
 is w

here I sp
ent m

ost of m
y 27 

years in the travel b
usiness! 

W
H

AT H
A

S B
EEN

 YO
U

R FA
V

O
RITE

 
D

ESTIN
ATIO

N
 YO

U
 H

A
V

E V
ISITED

 
SO

 FA
R? A

 few
 years b

ack I had
 the 

op
p

ortunity to sp
end

 tw
o w

eeks 
in Eng

land
.  W

e m
ad

e Lond
on our 

hom
e b

ase and
 sp

ent the tw
o w

eeks 
exp

loring
 every crevice in Southern 

Eng
land

! Lond
on w

as a g
reat 

jum
p

ing
 off p

oint for us to exp
lore 

and
 w

e w
ere ab

le to take ad
vantag

e 
of their p

ub
lic transp

ortation w
hich 

g
ave us the op

p
ortunity to take 

several d
ay trip

s out to the exp
lore 

the sites such as B
ath, the C

otsw
old

’s, 
Stoneheng

e and
 Plym

outh! 

W
H

Y D
O

 YO
U

 LIK
E LEA

D
IN

G
 

G
RO

U
PS FO

R B
U

RK
H

A
LTER? 

W
H

AT IS YO
U

R FA
V

O
RITE PA

RT 
A

B
O

U
T H

O
STIN

G
? I love m

eeting
 

new
 p

eop
le and

 having
 the chance 

to g
uid

e them
 on a trip

 of a lifetim
e.  

It is very rew
ard

ing
 to exp

erience 
the sm

iles on travelers faces as they 
im

m
erse them

selves into a new
 

d
estination and

 culture for the first 
tim

e. Som
etim

es w
e are exp

eriencing
 

a new
 d

estination tog
ether for the 

first tim
e and

 g
et to share our in our 

excitem
ent tog

ether w
hich is the joy 

of travel in m
y b

ook. 
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WELCOME!
Happy Holidays….is it too soon? We don’t think so! Both Kelly and myself 
are always thinking ahead and we are so excited to roll out our newest 
holiday motorcoach tour for this December! With the popularity of Branson 
last year, we are sticking with the south, and going to Nashville and 
Louisville on the Country Christmas Tour. The tour is packed full of historical 
adventures in each city paired with the traditional Christmas flare, see our 
Tour Spotlight for all the details. It is also that time of year where we start 
to roll out our fall day tours. We have added four great new tours to our 
lineup. If you have not seen the infamous Hamilton show in Chicago yet we 
have you covered - our newest Hamilton offering will be an evening show 
at the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts in Milwaukee on a deluxe 
motorcoach! Burkhalter was one of the very few that was able to receive 
group tickets and we only have thirty, so don’t wait! We have also added 
The Band’s Visit, winner of 10 Tony Awards and the newest musical to hit 
Broadway in Chicago - check out the Day Tours section for the rest of our 
fall offerings. We look forward to seeing you soon!

- Kelly & Kristen 

Opryland 
Christmas  

See Inside

(800) 556-9286 or (608) 833-1525 - Kelly ext 211, Kristen ext 252  | tours@
burkhaltertravel.com

(800) 556-9286 or (608) 833-1525 - Kelly ext 211, Kristen ext 252  | tours@
burkhaltertravel.com
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“M
E
E
T
 T

H
E
 H

O
S

T
”  

  D
arlene B

eeb
e 

D
ID

 YO
U

 K
N

O
W

?
The G

lobus Fam
ily of B

rands has found a new
 w

ay to personalize and m
ake traveling abroad

 
even easier!  For all you tech savvy travelers out there, the next tim

e you find yourself over 
the pond and on a G

lobus B
rand tour just dow

nload the app. Each G
lobus Fam

ily of B
rands 

app is individualized to the exact tour you are taking.  Im
agine opening up your phone to 

view
 a detailed m

ap of your exact location, restaurant/café recom
m

endations, ATM
 locations 

nearest to you and of course the best places to shop for all those souvenirs. You can view
 your 

day to day itinerary, check the local w
eather, track your travel expenses, upload your personal 

photos and journal your trip.  W
orried about the data and w

ifi?  G
lobus has that covered

 
too – the app is G

PS enabled w
hich m

eans you do not have to w
orry about paying for all that 

additional data or w
ifi. Just open, click and explore! 

Thinking
 ab

out a country C
hristm

as this year? W
ell you are in 

luck as w
e are so excited

 to offer a full m
otorcoach tour to the 

G
aylord

 O
p

ryland
 H

otel w
ith tw

o luxurious nig
hts at the B

row
n 

H
otel in Louisville. Enjoy a trad

itional C
ountry C

hristm
as w

ith 
all the fixins..from

 a country show
 at the W

ild
horse Saloon, a 

D
elta River flatb

oat rid
e, an Evan W

illiam
s B

ourb
on exp

erience 
tour and

 of course a historical m
usical p

erform
ance of “M

y O
ld

 
K

entucky H
om

e.” 

O
n the 1st d

ay o
f C

hristm
as - A

rrive in N
ashville, check 

into the G
aylord

 O
p

ryland
 hotel, your hom

e aw
ay from

 hom
e 

for the next tw
o nig

hts. Tonig
ht, enjoy d

inner and
 a show

 w
ith 

G
ram

m
y A

w
ard

-w
inning

 country sup
erstar Trace A

d
kins! Trace 

w
ill entertain you w

ith the trad
itional C

hristm
as stand

ard
s, 

C
eltic classics, and

 a few
 of his favorite thing

s. 

O
n the 2nd

 d
ay o

f C
hristm

as - E
xp

erience IC
E

! at the 
G

aylo
rd

, an incred
ib

le ho
lid

ay attractio
n hand

-carved
 fro

m
 

nearly tw
o

 m
illio

n p
o

und
s o

f ice. This year’s them
e is yet to

 
b

e anno
unced

 ho
w

ever b
e p

rep
ared

 to
 b

e am
azed

 b
y the 

sp
ecial effects, d

ram
atic lig

hting
 and

 d
etailed

 sculp
tures. 

This afterno
o

n enjo
y lunch and

 a sho
w

 o
n N

ashville’s fam
o

us 
G

eneral Jackso
n Sho

w
b

o
at. The evening

 is yo
urs to

 try o
ne 

o
f O

p
ryland

’s d
elicio

us restaurants. A
fter d

inner take in the 
Live H

o
lid

ay Pro
d

uctio
n at the O

p
ry Theater, fo

llo
w

ing
 the 

live p
erfo

rm
ance yo

u can exp
erience the m

ag
ic o

f C
hristm

as 
as yo

u stro
ll the atrium

s in the ho
tel and

 view
 the g

rand
 

ho
lid

ay d
eco

ratio
ns. 

O
n the 3rd

 d
ay o

f C
hristm

as - Its o
ff to

 the histo
ric B

ro
w

n 
H

o
tel lo

cated
 in Lo

uisville, lo
ved

 b
y g

eneratio
ns o

f g
uests 

fo
r its G

eo
rg

ian-R
evival eleg

ance and
 tim

eless So
uthern 

charm
. This land

m
ark ho

tel at the co
rners o

f Fo
urth and

 
B

ro
ad

w
ay b

lend
s b

reathtaking
 architectural features w

ith 
m

o
d

ern am
enities. The B

ro
w

n infuses every exp
erience w

ith 
g

entility and
 refinem

ent. This evening
 it’s o

ff to
 d

inner at 

the D
erb

y D
inner Playho

use o
ne o

f A
m

erica’s finest d
inner 

theaters. E
njo

y a fab
ulo

us d
inner and

 a sho
w

 hig
hlig

hting
 

the sp
irit o

f C
hristm

as! 

O
n the 4th d

ay o
f C

hristm
as - Reind

eer G
am

es, Slug
g

er 
M

useum
, B

ourb
on…

oh m
y! H

ead
 over to the K

entucky D
erb

y 
M

useum
 w

here it’s a festive laug
h-filled

 m
orning

 of Reind
eer 

racing
 and

 $5k w
orth of “H

orsey B
ucks.” You d

on’t have to b
e 

a b
aseb

all fan to love Louisville Slug
g

er M
useum

, this tour is 
filled

 w
ith fascinating

 interactive exhib
its that are p

acked
 full 

of history. N
ext its on to the Frazier M

useum
 w

here you w
ill 

enjoy a g
uid

ed
 tour of this fascinating

 m
useum

, you can see 
uniq

ue and
 historic artifacts such as the fam

ily b
ib

le of the 
leg

end
ary p

ioneer D
aniel B

oone. This evening
 its d

inner at 
the Evan W

illiam
s B

ourb
on D

istillery w
here you w

ill learn the 
secret to m

aking
 the p

erfect M
int Julep

 and
 of course enjoy 

a little b
ourb

on w
hile you are at it! A

fter d
inner exp

erience 
the historic m

usical p
resentation b

y the costum
ed

 characters 
of “M

y O
ld

 K
entucky H

om
e” O

utd
oor D

ram
a. You w

ill b
e 

serenated
 b

y a few
 of Step

hen Foster’s fam
ous song

s m
ixed

 in 
w

ith classic C
hristm

as C
arols you have know

n forever. 

O
n the 5th d

ay o
f C

hristm
as – D

ep
art for hom

e. 

TM
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R
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 6-10, 2019  |  $1,599 per person based on double occupancy  

M
otorocach tour d

ep
arting

 from
 M

ad
ison 



ROCKFORD GARDEN 
ADVENTURE  
Rockford, IL | Fri. July 12 | $115  
Start your day with a docent-led tour 
of the Laurent House! Listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, 
it’s the only building that the world-
renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright 
designed for a disabled client. Then its 
off to the Anderson Japanese Gardens 
for a delicious lunch, private tour and 
time on your own to explore. 

SHEDD AQUARIUM 
Chicago, IL | Sat. July 20 | $85 
One of our most popular summer tours, 
the Shedd is always a fascinating day of 
family fun! Your Total Experience Pass 
means you get to do and see it all—Wild 
Reef, Caribbean Reef, Oceanarium show, 
4D movie and Stingray touch. Hurry, this 
tour books up fast! 

HISTORIC KENOSHA 
Kenosha, WI | Wed. July 31 | $99  
Enjoy a fascinating afternoon discovering 
the history of Kenosha. Begin your 
day with a city tour exploring the four 
historical districts throughout Kenosha 
and then it’s on to the Boathouse Pub 
and Eatery for lunch with views of Lake 
Michigan. Spend the afternoon in the 
Kenosha Civil War Museum and learn 
how the state of Wisconsin supported the 
war efforts. End your day with a ride on 
one of Kenosha’s famous electric street 
cars. A fun summer day not to be missed!

GREEN BAY  
BOTANICAL GARDENS 
Green Bay, WI | Tue. August 6 | $110  
Join us for a glorious summer day! 
Start off with a delicious gourmet deli 
lunch and a docent-led tour of the 
new Garden Adventure tour where you 
will be able to create your own herbal 

creation to take home. Experience the 
butterfly and blooms exhibit, where 
you can see over 13 different species of 
butterflies. Enjoy free time to wander the 
gardens on our own.  

AND THEN THERE WERE NONE 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
Wed. August 7 | $120  
Join us at Drury Lane Theater for 
a classic murder mystery play. Ten 
strangers meet on a clandestine island. 
Each holds a murderous secret. Who 
will pay the ultimate price? Penned with 
cruelty by master of the craft Agatha 
Christie, And Then There Were None 
brings together tension, fear, and the 
macabre to weave a tale that captivates 
the audience until the final curtain. 

KICKIN’ IT COUNTRY  
RIVER CRUISE  
Dubuque, IA | Wed. August 14 | $107  
Enjoy a delicious lunch as you listen to 
the classic country tunes from the 50’s 
all the way to present day! After the 
cruise concludes, enjoy two hours free 
time to explore the river museum, new 
Riverwalk or the Casino.  

THE BAND’S VISIT NEW TOUR 
CIBC Theater Chicago |  
Sat. September 14  | $185 
In this joyously offbeat story, set in a 
town that’s way off the beaten path, a 
band of musicians arrive lost, out of the 
blue. Under the spell of the desert sky, 
and with beautiful music perfuming the 
air, the band brings the town to life in 
unexpected and tantalizing ways. Even 
the briefest visit can stay with you forever. 
A Grammy and Tony award winner, The 
Band’s Visit rejoices in the way music 
makes us laugh, makes us cry, and 
ultimately, brings us together.

SINGING IN THE RAIN NEW TOUR 
Circa 21 Playhouse, Rock Island, IL |  
Wed. October 2 | $120  
Tap your toes and sing along in this 
splashy adaptation of the celebrated 
and beloved film. The “Greatest Movie 
Musical of All Time” is faithfully and 
lovingly adapted by Broadway legends. 
Filled with every memorable moment 
from the film and a downpour of 
unforgettable songs, Singing in the Rain, 
can’t be missed! 

HAMILTON, MARCUS CENTER 
WITH CHICAGO CAST! NEW TOUR 
Milwaukee | Wed. November 13 | $275 
This story of America’s Founding Father, 
Alexander Hamilton, has taken about 
all the awards Broadway can give, and 
changed it forever! An immigrant from 
the West Indies, Hamilton became 
George Washington’s “right-hand man” 
during the Revolutionary War and was the 
nation’s first Treasury Secretary. Featuring 
a score that blends hip-hop, rap, R&B 
and Broadway musical styles. Enjoy this 
evening show with deluxe motorcoach 
transportation. Seats are limited! 

AUTUMN FESTIVAL  
CRAFT FAIR NEW TOUR 
Villa Park, IL  | Fri. November 15  | $58 
Year after year, this craft fair is a hit with 
our travelers—you’ll get loads of great 
ideas for fall decorating and holiday 
gifts! You’ll be amazed at the level of 
craftsmanship displayed by artists from 30 
states. You could meet a painter, potter, 
metal sculptor, wood carver or jewelry-
maker as you stroll the displays. You’ll find 
a variety of styles, including traditional, 
country, contemporary and Americana. 
Don’t miss it! 

If you see this   or  after the tour price, it means a meal is included.

BACKROADS OF  
SOUTHERN SPAIN NEW TOUR  
September 7 - 15, 2019 
As you head inland towards Granada 
visit the fascinating Alhambra Complex, 
dating back to 889 AD, which Moorish 
poets described as a “pearl set in 
emeralds.” From Granada, you’ll travel 
through Andalusia’s renowned vineyards 
for a tasting at a typical Wine Bodega in 
Montilla.  Visit the fascinating Cathedral 
of Cordoba, one of the most important 
examples of Moorish architecture outside 
of the Arab world, and explore Cordoba’s 
Old Town an incredible UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. As you journey farther into 
the Andalusia country side stop in the 
picturesque town of Ecija the dazzling 
“City of Towers” and then it’s on to 
Seville, which legend says was founded 
3,000 years ago by the mythological hero 
Hercules. In Seville enjoy a full day on 
your own to shop on the Calle Sierpes, 
taste their delectable cuisine in the many 
tapas bars or visit the Alcazar, one of the 
country’s most beautiful palaces. This 
trip through Southern Spain offers new 
experiences and priceless memories to 
last a lifetime. $2,475 including estimated 
airfare from Chicago. 

AUTUMN IN NEW YORK 
September 23 - 27, 2019 
Spend four exciting nights in NYC with 
narrated sight-seeing including Battery 
Park, Central Park, Greenwich Village, the 
Brooklyn Bridge and Carnegie Hall. Visit 
the National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum, take a ferry to Ellis Island and 
the Statue of Liberty. Grab your camera 
and head to Rockefeller Center to climb 
aboard the elevator to the “Top of the 
Rock” observation deck for a spectacular 
panoramic view of Manhattan and New 
York City. Spend your last remaining day 
at your leisure exploring the city on your 
own. What is visiting NYC without an 
included farewell dinner and a famous 
Broadway Show? $2,999 with airfare  
from Madison.  

FROM THE SHANNON  
TO THE THAMES 
September 24 - October 7, 2019 
In Ireland, visit Limerick, The Cliffs of 
Moher, Galway, Adare, Ring of Kerry, 
Killarney, Blarney Castle, Cashel, and 

MULTI DAY 
TOURS

Dublin. As you make your way into 
Northern Ireland, see the Giant’s 
Causeway, visit the Titanic Experience 
and enjoy a one-night stay in Belfast. 
Ferry across the North Channel to 
Scotland to visit Edinburgh and the castle. 
Later make stops in Alnwick, visit the 
infamous shambles in York, take pictures 
at Ann Hathaway’s Cottage in Stratford 
Upon Avon, visit the amazing Roman 
Baths, and experience the mysterious 
Stonehenge. Cap this delightful trip off 
with two nights in London. $4,830 with 
estimated air from Chicago. 

IMPERIAL EUROPEAN 
ADVENTURE NEW TOUR 
October 3-13, 2019 
Begin in Budapest, explore its treasure 
trove of architectural wonders - from 
Gothic to Baroque, Neoclassical and Art 
Nouveau. Make a stop in neighboring 
Slovakia to explore Bratislava’s Medieval 
Old Town and then it’s off to spend two 
full days in Vienna, one of Europe’s best 
known and most beloved cities. Enjoy 
included sightseeing of the major sights 
including the State Opera, Parliament, 
the ornate Rathaus (Old Town) and 
views of Hofburg Imperial Palace from 
Hero’s Square. Relax and marvel at the 
picturesque scenery on your Danube 
River Cruise through the Wachau Valley 
on your way to Spitz. In Salzburg see 
the Domplatz, the Festival Hall and of 
course the charming Getreidegasse, 
where Mozart was born! Head to the 
heart of the Bavarian Alps for a fairytale 
visit to King Ludwig II”s Neuschwanstein 
castle, In Munich tour the Marienplatz, 
the beautiful main square, watch the 
mesmerizing Glockenspiel performance 
atop the new Town Hall or relax at one of 
the many Biergarten’s for a stein or two 
of Germany’s famous beer! $2,820 with 
estimated airfare from Chicago. 

TREASURES OF THE PHARAOHS  
Optional three night extension to Jordan  
March 19 - 28, 2020 
See the iconic Pyramids of Giza followed 
by a visit to the Sphinx, the last remaining 
“wonder” of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World. Tour the Egyptian 
Museum of Antiquities where you will 
see the spectacular treasures of King 
Tutankhamen. Enjoy four impeccable 
nights on the MS Farah as you cruise the 
Nile making stops in Edfu where you will 
visit the tombs of the Valley of the Kings. 
In Kom Ombo visit the Temple dedicated 
to both Horus and the Crocodile God, 

spend the day exploring Aswan, Egypt’s 
third largest city, listen to Nubien music 
as you eat fresh caught fish on a floating 
restaurant! As you make your way 
back to Cairo visit the lovely Temple of 
Philae, followed by a visit to the High 
Dam. As you return home you will leave 
with memoires of the life enriching 
experiences from Egypt and your cruise 
along the Nile River. Pricing starting at 
$4,249 with estimated airfare from Chicago.  
Early booking discount of $200 until 7/31/19

ALASKAN ADVENTURE       
June 20 – July 5, 2020 
This leisurely-paced journey into Alaska’s 
heartland is highlighted by two-nights 
at Denali National Park so you can 
enjoy all this amazing park and lodge 
have to offer, including their fantastic 
Tundra Wilderness tour. The itinerary 
also features a ride on the luxurious 
McKinley Explorer Domed Railcar train 
and overnights in Anchorage, Fairbanks 
and Seward. All combined with an 
elegant seven-day cruise including 
Glacier Bay National Park and the Inside 
Passage featuring Alaska’s iconic ports 
of call! Round trip estimated airfare from 
Chicago with transfers from airport to 
hotel and ship to airport. From $4,838 
with estimated airfare from Chicago. $75 per 
stateroom onboard spending credit

DANUBE DISCOVERY  
June 23-July 2, 2020 
Whether you’re an art lover, a foodie, or 
history buff, an Active Discovery cruise on 
the Danube River invites you to experience 
culture & cuisine in creative ways. Enjoy 
a scenic hike to Count Dracula’s prison 
tower. Sample beer & cheese made by the 
Trappist Monks at Engeszell Abbey or sip 
wine in a local Viennese Heruigen. Pricing 
starting at $4,769. $100 Early booking discount 
until 7/31/19

ALASKAN EXPLORER CRUISE  
July 4 -12, 2020 
This relaxing tour starts with one night in 
Seattle before embarking on a 7-night 
cruise on the ms Oosterdam. Enjoy 
one day of leisure in beautiful Seattle – 
Chichuly Gardens are a must! Explore five 
ports of call including Sitka, Ketchikan 
and Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 
In Juneau the choice is yours, hike on a 
glacier, tour the grand Capital building or 
take in the views from your seaside patio 
as you crack into your Alaska King Crab 
legs! Experience some of the best whale 

ABOUT OUR TOUR LISTINGS Individual brochures including reservation forms, complete itineraries and all terms and conditions, are available for each of the 
extended tours listed in this newsletter. Call or email to request a copy. Prices shown are complete per person based on double occupancy, including accommodations, 
admissions, some meals, taxes and fees, and the cost of transportation by air, motorcoach, train or ship. Note: airfares are often estimated and subject to change.
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DAY 
TOURS

Rockford Garden Adventure Hamilton

Canals, Vineyards & 
Castles River Cruise

Romantic Rhine River Cruise

Shannon to the Thames

watching in Alaska as you cruise though 
Stephens Passage and enjoy the sights 
and attractions in Victoria, B.C. as you 
spend the evening at your leisure. Round 
trip estimated airfare from Madison 
to Seattle with included transfers from 
airports to ship. From $2,399 with estimated 
airfare from Madison. $75 per stateroom 
onboard spending credit

ALASKA’S BEST 
July 11 -22, 2020 
This Alaskan journey starts off with one 
night in Vancouver before embarking on 
a 7-night northbound cruise to Seward. 
Sail through a maze of islands, coves and 
glaciers as you cruise through the Inside 
Passage, Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway and 
Glacier Bay National Park. Be sure to keep 
an eye out for black and whites (killer 
whales)! Enjoy four days of discovery 
on land, including two-nights in Denali 
National Park and their exciting Tundra 
Wilderness Tour. You’ll also ride the 
famous McKinley Explorer Domed railcar 
train to see more of Alaska’s wonderful 
scenery, and top it all off with an overnight 
in Anchorage. Round trip estimated 
airfare from Chicago with transfers from 
airport to hotel and ship to airport. From 
$3,843 with estimated airfare from Chicago.  $75 
per stateroom onboard spending credit

DANUBE DREAMS 
July 15-23, 2020 
Cruise along the peaceful Danube River 
through Germany, Austria, Slovakia, and 
Hungary. Visit some of Central Europe’s 
most splendid capitals and charming 
towns along the way. Fall in love with 
Linz’s legendary art and music. Enjoy 
Apfelstrudel in Austria and see the chain 
bridge in Budapest. Pricing starting at $4,339.  
$750 Early booking discount until 8/27/19

ACTIVE & DISCOVERY  
ON THE RHÔNE  
Burkhalter Travel President’s 
Cruise with Ed & Patrice Mani 
July 27 - August 4, 2020  
Journey down the Rhône during the 
lavender bloom harvest and experience 
France in all of its beauty. Choose the 
included excursions that speak to you, 
from casual and leisurely to cultural and 
active. In addition to classic sightseeing 
and relaxed free time, you can visit an 
oyster farm, bike through Camargue 
Regional Nature Park to spot flamingos, 
or take a painting workshop in Arles. 
Pricing starting at $4,706

CANALS, VINEYARDS, CASTLES 
Sept 1-11, 2020 
A cruise on the Rhine & Moselle rivers 
takes you through the spectacular & 
charming destinations of both France and 
Germany. Begin in the modern capital 
of Amsterdam and end in the “City of 
Lights”.  Highlights include the charming 
town of Cochem, the wine village of 
Bernkastel, and the ancient ruins of 
Luxembourg. Pricing starting at $5,262.  $750 
Early booking discount until 8/27/19

ALASKA AND ATHE YUKON  
August 3 - 15, 2020 
Our most popular tour is the ultimate 
exploration of Alaska, this itinerary takes 
you beyond the borders of Alaska and 
into Canada’s Yukon Territory. In just 
12 days, you will enjoy double-night 
stays at both Denali National Park and 
colorful Dawson City - in the heart of 
the Yukon’s wild frontier and center of 
the famed Klondike Gold Rush. This 
tour is the perfect balance between the 
Great Land’s must-see and seldom-seen 
wonders, all winding down with an 
elegant and relaxing four-night Holland 
America cruise through the fantastic 
Inside Passage to Vancouver! Round-trip 
estimated airfare from Chicago with 
included airport to ship transfers in 
both Alaska and Vancouver. From $5,018 
with estimated airfare from Chicago.  $75 per 
stateroom onboard spending credit

PARIS TO NORMANDY 
Oct 5-13,2020 
This river cruise combines time in 
France’s unparalleled capital of Paris with 
beautiful scenery along the Seine River 
and the picturesque and historical region 
of Normandy. Visit Bizy Castle in Vernon, 
Ohama Beach in Normandy and Vincent 
Van Gogh’s quaint town of Auvers-sur-
oise. Pricing starting at $4,706. $250 Early 
booking discount until 8/27/19

ROMANTIC RHINE 
Oct 9 - 17, 2020 
Join host, Michelle Dent, on one of 
Europe’s most legendary rivers. Journey 
along the Rhine River, as you enjoy the 
sights of Germany, Holland, France, and 
Switzerland! Sail through the spectacular 
Rhine Gorge, see the Heidelberg Castle, 
enjoy a Kolsch style beer in Cologne 
and wander the picturesque town of 
Strasbourg. Pricing starting at $4,505.  
$500 Early booking discount per person



ROCKFORD GARDEN 
ADVENTURE  
Rockford, IL | Fri. July 12 | $115  
Start your day with a docent-led tour 
of the Laurent House! Listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, 
it’s the only building that the world-
renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright 
designed for a disabled client. Then its 
off to the Anderson Japanese Gardens 
for a delicious lunch, private tour and 
time on your own to explore. 

SHEDD AQUARIUM 
Chicago, IL | Sat. July 20 | $85 
One of our most popular summer tours, 
the Shedd is always a fascinating day of 
family fun! Your Total Experience Pass 
means you get to do and see it all—Wild 
Reef, Caribbean Reef, Oceanarium show, 
4D movie and Stingray touch. Hurry, this 
tour books up fast! 

HISTORIC KENOSHA 
Kenosha, WI | Wed. July 31 | $99  
Enjoy a fascinating afternoon discovering 
the history of Kenosha. Begin your 
day with a city tour exploring the four 
historical districts throughout Kenosha 
and then it’s on to the Boathouse Pub 
and Eatery for lunch with views of Lake 
Michigan. Spend the afternoon in the 
Kenosha Civil War Museum and learn 
how the state of Wisconsin supported the 
war efforts. End your day with a ride on 
one of Kenosha’s famous electric street 
cars. A fun summer day not to be missed!

GREEN BAY  
BOTANICAL GARDENS 
Green Bay, WI | Tue. August 6 | $110  
Join us for a glorious summer day! 
Start off with a delicious gourmet deli 
lunch and a docent-led tour of the 
new Garden Adventure tour where you 
will be able to create your own herbal 

creation to take home. Experience the 
butterfly and blooms exhibit, where 
you can see over 13 different species of 
butterflies. Enjoy free time to wander the 
gardens on our own.  

AND THEN THERE WERE NONE 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
Wed. August 7 | $120  
Join us at Drury Lane Theater for 
a classic murder mystery play. Ten 
strangers meet on a clandestine island. 
Each holds a murderous secret. Who 
will pay the ultimate price? Penned with 
cruelty by master of the craft Agatha 
Christie, And Then There Were None 
brings together tension, fear, and the 
macabre to weave a tale that captivates 
the audience until the final curtain. 

KICKIN’ IT COUNTRY  
RIVER CRUISE  
Dubuque, IA | Wed. August 14 | $107  
Enjoy a delicious lunch as you listen to 
the classic country tunes from the 50’s 
all the way to present day! After the 
cruise concludes, enjoy two hours free 
time to explore the river museum, new 
Riverwalk or the Casino.  

THE BAND’S VISIT NEW TOUR 
CIBC Theater Chicago |  
Sat. September 14  | $185 
In this joyously offbeat story, set in a 
town that’s way off the beaten path, a 
band of musicians arrive lost, out of the 
blue. Under the spell of the desert sky, 
and with beautiful music perfuming the 
air, the band brings the town to life in 
unexpected and tantalizing ways. Even 
the briefest visit can stay with you forever. 
A Grammy and Tony award winner, The 
Band’s Visit rejoices in the way music 
makes us laugh, makes us cry, and 
ultimately, brings us together.

SINGING IN THE RAIN NEW TOUR 
Circa 21 Playhouse, Rock Island, IL |  
Wed. October 2 | $120  
Tap your toes and sing along in this 
splashy adaptation of the celebrated 
and beloved film. The “Greatest Movie 
Musical of All Time” is faithfully and 
lovingly adapted by Broadway legends. 
Filled with every memorable moment 
from the film and a downpour of 
unforgettable songs, Singing in the Rain, 
can’t be missed! 

HAMILTON, MARCUS CENTER 
WITH CHICAGO CAST! NEW TOUR 
Milwaukee | Wed. November 13 | $275 
This story of America’s Founding Father, 
Alexander Hamilton, has taken about 
all the awards Broadway can give, and 
changed it forever! An immigrant from 
the West Indies, Hamilton became 
George Washington’s “right-hand man” 
during the Revolutionary War and was the 
nation’s first Treasury Secretary. Featuring 
a score that blends hip-hop, rap, R&B 
and Broadway musical styles. Enjoy this 
evening show with deluxe motorcoach 
transportation. Seats are limited! 

AUTUMN FESTIVAL  
CRAFT FAIR NEW TOUR 
Villa Park, IL  | Fri. November 15  | $58 
Year after year, this craft fair is a hit with 
our travelers—you’ll get loads of great 
ideas for fall decorating and holiday 
gifts! You’ll be amazed at the level of 
craftsmanship displayed by artists from 30 
states. You could meet a painter, potter, 
metal sculptor, wood carver or jewelry-
maker as you stroll the displays. You’ll find 
a variety of styles, including traditional, 
country, contemporary and Americana. 
Don’t miss it! 

If you see this   or  after the tour price, it means a meal is included.

BACKROADS OF  
SOUTHERN SPAIN NEW TOUR  
September 7 - 15, 2019 
As you head inland towards Granada 
visit the fascinating Alhambra Complex, 
dating back to 889 AD, which Moorish 
poets described as a “pearl set in 
emeralds.” From Granada, you’ll travel 
through Andalusia’s renowned vineyards 
for a tasting at a typical Wine Bodega in 
Montilla.  Visit the fascinating Cathedral 
of Cordoba, one of the most important 
examples of Moorish architecture outside 
of the Arab world, and explore Cordoba’s 
Old Town an incredible UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. As you journey farther into 
the Andalusia country side stop in the 
picturesque town of Ecija the dazzling 
“City of Towers” and then it’s on to 
Seville, which legend says was founded 
3,000 years ago by the mythological hero 
Hercules. In Seville enjoy a full day on 
your own to shop on the Calle Sierpes, 
taste their delectable cuisine in the many 
tapas bars or visit the Alcazar, one of the 
country’s most beautiful palaces. This 
trip through Southern Spain offers new 
experiences and priceless memories to 
last a lifetime. $2,475 including estimated 
airfare from Chicago. 

AUTUMN IN NEW YORK 
September 23 - 27, 2019 
Spend four exciting nights in NYC with 
narrated sight-seeing including Battery 
Park, Central Park, Greenwich Village, the 
Brooklyn Bridge and Carnegie Hall. Visit 
the National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum, take a ferry to Ellis Island and 
the Statue of Liberty. Grab your camera 
and head to Rockefeller Center to climb 
aboard the elevator to the “Top of the 
Rock” observation deck for a spectacular 
panoramic view of Manhattan and New 
York City. Spend your last remaining day 
at your leisure exploring the city on your 
own. What is visiting NYC without an 
included farewell dinner and a famous 
Broadway Show? $2,999 with airfare  
from Madison.  

FROM THE SHANNON  
TO THE THAMES 
September 24 - October 7, 2019 
In Ireland, visit Limerick, The Cliffs of 
Moher, Galway, Adare, Ring of Kerry, 
Killarney, Blarney Castle, Cashel, and 

MULTI DAY 
TOURS

Dublin. As you make your way into 
Northern Ireland, see the Giant’s 
Causeway, visit the Titanic Experience 
and enjoy a one-night stay in Belfast. 
Ferry across the North Channel to 
Scotland to visit Edinburgh and the castle. 
Later make stops in Alnwick, visit the 
infamous shambles in York, take pictures 
at Ann Hathaway’s Cottage in Stratford 
Upon Avon, visit the amazing Roman 
Baths, and experience the mysterious 
Stonehenge. Cap this delightful trip off 
with two nights in London. $4,830 with 
estimated air from Chicago. 

IMPERIAL EUROPEAN 
ADVENTURE NEW TOUR 
October 3-13, 2019 
Begin in Budapest, explore its treasure 
trove of architectural wonders - from 
Gothic to Baroque, Neoclassical and Art 
Nouveau. Make a stop in neighboring 
Slovakia to explore Bratislava’s Medieval 
Old Town and then it’s off to spend two 
full days in Vienna, one of Europe’s best 
known and most beloved cities. Enjoy 
included sightseeing of the major sights 
including the State Opera, Parliament, 
the ornate Rathaus (Old Town) and 
views of Hofburg Imperial Palace from 
Hero’s Square. Relax and marvel at the 
picturesque scenery on your Danube 
River Cruise through the Wachau Valley 
on your way to Spitz. In Salzburg see 
the Domplatz, the Festival Hall and of 
course the charming Getreidegasse, 
where Mozart was born! Head to the 
heart of the Bavarian Alps for a fairytale 
visit to King Ludwig II”s Neuschwanstein 
castle, In Munich tour the Marienplatz, 
the beautiful main square, watch the 
mesmerizing Glockenspiel performance 
atop the new Town Hall or relax at one of 
the many Biergarten’s for a stein or two 
of Germany’s famous beer! $2,820 with 
estimated airfare from Chicago. 

TREASURES OF THE PHARAOHS  
Optional three night extension to Jordan  
March 19 - 28, 2020 
See the iconic Pyramids of Giza followed 
by a visit to the Sphinx, the last remaining 
“wonder” of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World. Tour the Egyptian 
Museum of Antiquities where you will 
see the spectacular treasures of King 
Tutankhamen. Enjoy four impeccable 
nights on the MS Farah as you cruise the 
Nile making stops in Edfu where you will 
visit the tombs of the Valley of the Kings. 
In Kom Ombo visit the Temple dedicated 
to both Horus and the Crocodile God, 

spend the day exploring Aswan, Egypt’s 
third largest city, listen to Nubien music 
as you eat fresh caught fish on a floating 
restaurant! As you make your way 
back to Cairo visit the lovely Temple of 
Philae, followed by a visit to the High 
Dam. As you return home you will leave 
with memoires of the life enriching 
experiences from Egypt and your cruise 
along the Nile River. Pricing starting at 
$4,249 with estimated airfare from Chicago.  
Early booking discount of $200 until 7/31/19

ALASKAN ADVENTURE       
June 20 – July 5, 2020 
This leisurely-paced journey into Alaska’s 
heartland is highlighted by two-nights 
at Denali National Park so you can 
enjoy all this amazing park and lodge 
have to offer, including their fantastic 
Tundra Wilderness tour. The itinerary 
also features a ride on the luxurious 
McKinley Explorer Domed Railcar train 
and overnights in Anchorage, Fairbanks 
and Seward. All combined with an 
elegant seven-day cruise including 
Glacier Bay National Park and the Inside 
Passage featuring Alaska’s iconic ports 
of call! Round trip estimated airfare from 
Chicago with transfers from airport to 
hotel and ship to airport. From $4,838 
with estimated airfare from Chicago. $75 per 
stateroom onboard spending credit

DANUBE DISCOVERY  
June 23-July 2, 2020 
Whether you’re an art lover, a foodie, or 
history buff, an Active Discovery cruise on 
the Danube River invites you to experience 
culture & cuisine in creative ways. Enjoy 
a scenic hike to Count Dracula’s prison 
tower. Sample beer & cheese made by the 
Trappist Monks at Engeszell Abbey or sip 
wine in a local Viennese Heruigen. Pricing 
starting at $4,769. $100 Early booking discount 
until 7/31/19

ALASKAN EXPLORER CRUISE  
July 4 -12, 2020 
This relaxing tour starts with one night in 
Seattle before embarking on a 7-night 
cruise on the ms Oosterdam. Enjoy 
one day of leisure in beautiful Seattle – 
Chichuly Gardens are a must! Explore five 
ports of call including Sitka, Ketchikan 
and Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 
In Juneau the choice is yours, hike on a 
glacier, tour the grand Capital building or 
take in the views from your seaside patio 
as you crack into your Alaska King Crab 
legs! Experience some of the best whale 

ABOUT OUR TOUR LISTINGS Individual brochures including reservation forms, complete itineraries and all terms and conditions, are available for each of the 
extended tours listed in this newsletter. Call or email to request a copy. Prices shown are complete per person based on double occupancy, including accommodations, 
admissions, some meals, taxes and fees, and the cost of transportation by air, motorcoach, train or ship. Note: airfares are often estimated and subject to change.
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TOURS

Rockford Garden Adventure Hamilton

Canals, Vineyards & 
Castles River Cruise

Romantic Rhine River Cruise

Shannon to the Thames

watching in Alaska as you cruise though 
Stephens Passage and enjoy the sights 
and attractions in Victoria, B.C. as you 
spend the evening at your leisure. Round 
trip estimated airfare from Madison 
to Seattle with included transfers from 
airports to ship. From $2,399 with estimated 
airfare from Madison. $75 per stateroom 
onboard spending credit

ALASKA’S BEST 
July 11 -22, 2020 
This Alaskan journey starts off with one 
night in Vancouver before embarking on 
a 7-night northbound cruise to Seward. 
Sail through a maze of islands, coves and 
glaciers as you cruise through the Inside 
Passage, Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway and 
Glacier Bay National Park. Be sure to keep 
an eye out for black and whites (killer 
whales)! Enjoy four days of discovery 
on land, including two-nights in Denali 
National Park and their exciting Tundra 
Wilderness Tour. You’ll also ride the 
famous McKinley Explorer Domed railcar 
train to see more of Alaska’s wonderful 
scenery, and top it all off with an overnight 
in Anchorage. Round trip estimated 
airfare from Chicago with transfers from 
airport to hotel and ship to airport. From 
$3,843 with estimated airfare from Chicago.  $75 
per stateroom onboard spending credit

DANUBE DREAMS 
July 15-23, 2020 
Cruise along the peaceful Danube River 
through Germany, Austria, Slovakia, and 
Hungary. Visit some of Central Europe’s 
most splendid capitals and charming 
towns along the way. Fall in love with 
Linz’s legendary art and music. Enjoy 
Apfelstrudel in Austria and see the chain 
bridge in Budapest. Pricing starting at $4,339.  
$750 Early booking discount until 8/27/19

ACTIVE & DISCOVERY  
ON THE RHÔNE  
Burkhalter Travel President’s 
Cruise with Ed & Patrice Mani 
July 27 - August 4, 2020  
Journey down the Rhône during the 
lavender bloom harvest and experience 
France in all of its beauty. Choose the 
included excursions that speak to you, 
from casual and leisurely to cultural and 
active. In addition to classic sightseeing 
and relaxed free time, you can visit an 
oyster farm, bike through Camargue 
Regional Nature Park to spot flamingos, 
or take a painting workshop in Arles. 
Pricing starting at $4,706

CANALS, VINEYARDS, CASTLES 
Sept 1-11, 2020 
A cruise on the Rhine & Moselle rivers 
takes you through the spectacular & 
charming destinations of both France and 
Germany. Begin in the modern capital 
of Amsterdam and end in the “City of 
Lights”.  Highlights include the charming 
town of Cochem, the wine village of 
Bernkastel, and the ancient ruins of 
Luxembourg. Pricing starting at $5,262.  $750 
Early booking discount until 8/27/19

ALASKA AND ATHE YUKON  
August 3 - 15, 2020 
Our most popular tour is the ultimate 
exploration of Alaska, this itinerary takes 
you beyond the borders of Alaska and 
into Canada’s Yukon Territory. In just 
12 days, you will enjoy double-night 
stays at both Denali National Park and 
colorful Dawson City - in the heart of 
the Yukon’s wild frontier and center of 
the famed Klondike Gold Rush. This 
tour is the perfect balance between the 
Great Land’s must-see and seldom-seen 
wonders, all winding down with an 
elegant and relaxing four-night Holland 
America cruise through the fantastic 
Inside Passage to Vancouver! Round-trip 
estimated airfare from Chicago with 
included airport to ship transfers in 
both Alaska and Vancouver. From $5,018 
with estimated airfare from Chicago.  $75 per 
stateroom onboard spending credit

PARIS TO NORMANDY 
Oct 5-13,2020 
This river cruise combines time in 
France’s unparalleled capital of Paris with 
beautiful scenery along the Seine River 
and the picturesque and historical region 
of Normandy. Visit Bizy Castle in Vernon, 
Ohama Beach in Normandy and Vincent 
Van Gogh’s quaint town of Auvers-sur-
oise. Pricing starting at $4,706. $250 Early 
booking discount until 8/27/19

ROMANTIC RHINE 
Oct 9 - 17, 2020 
Join host, Michelle Dent, on one of 
Europe’s most legendary rivers. Journey 
along the Rhine River, as you enjoy the 
sights of Germany, Holland, France, and 
Switzerland! Sail through the spectacular 
Rhine Gorge, see the Heidelberg Castle, 
enjoy a Kolsch style beer in Cologne 
and wander the picturesque town of 
Strasbourg. Pricing starting at $4,505.  
$500 Early booking discount per person



ROCKFORD GARDEN 
ADVENTURE  
Rockford, IL | Fri. July 12 | $115  
Start your day with a docent-led tour 
of the Laurent House! Listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, 
it’s the only building that the world-
renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright 
designed for a disabled client. Then its 
off to the Anderson Japanese Gardens 
for a delicious lunch, private tour and 
time on your own to explore. 

SHEDD AQUARIUM 
Chicago, IL | Sat. July 20 | $85 
One of our most popular summer tours, 
the Shedd is always a fascinating day of 
family fun! Your Total Experience Pass 
means you get to do and see it all—Wild 
Reef, Caribbean Reef, Oceanarium show, 
4D movie and Stingray touch. Hurry, this 
tour books up fast! 

HISTORIC KENOSHA 
Kenosha, WI | Wed. July 31 | $99  
Enjoy a fascinating afternoon discovering 
the history of Kenosha. Begin your 
day with a city tour exploring the four 
historical districts throughout Kenosha 
and then it’s on to the Boathouse Pub 
and Eatery for lunch with views of Lake 
Michigan. Spend the afternoon in the 
Kenosha Civil War Museum and learn 
how the state of Wisconsin supported the 
war efforts. End your day with a ride on 
one of Kenosha’s famous electric street 
cars. A fun summer day not to be missed!

GREEN BAY  
BOTANICAL GARDENS 
Green Bay, WI | Tue. August 6 | $110  
Join us for a glorious summer day! 
Start off with a delicious gourmet deli 
lunch and a docent-led tour of the 
new Garden Adventure tour where you 
will be able to create your own herbal 

creation to take home. Experience the 
butterfly and blooms exhibit, where 
you can see over 13 different species of 
butterflies. Enjoy free time to wander the 
gardens on our own.  

AND THEN THERE WERE NONE 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
Wed. August 7 | $120  
Join us at Drury Lane Theater for 
a classic murder mystery play. Ten 
strangers meet on a clandestine island. 
Each holds a murderous secret. Who 
will pay the ultimate price? Penned with 
cruelty by master of the craft Agatha 
Christie, And Then There Were None 
brings together tension, fear, and the 
macabre to weave a tale that captivates 
the audience until the final curtain. 

KICKIN’ IT COUNTRY  
RIVER CRUISE  
Dubuque, IA | Wed. August 14 | $107  
Enjoy a delicious lunch as you listen to 
the classic country tunes from the 50’s 
all the way to present day! After the 
cruise concludes, enjoy two hours free 
time to explore the river museum, new 
Riverwalk or the Casino.  

THE BAND’S VISIT NEW TOUR 
CIBC Theater Chicago |  
Sat. September 14  | $185 
In this joyously offbeat story, set in a 
town that’s way off the beaten path, a 
band of musicians arrive lost, out of the 
blue. Under the spell of the desert sky, 
and with beautiful music perfuming the 
air, the band brings the town to life in 
unexpected and tantalizing ways. Even 
the briefest visit can stay with you forever. 
A Grammy and Tony award winner, The 
Band’s Visit rejoices in the way music 
makes us laugh, makes us cry, and 
ultimately, brings us together.

SINGING IN THE RAIN NEW TOUR 
Circa 21 Playhouse, Rock Island, IL |  
Wed. October 2 | $120  
Tap your toes and sing along in this 
splashy adaptation of the celebrated 
and beloved film. The “Greatest Movie 
Musical of All Time” is faithfully and 
lovingly adapted by Broadway legends. 
Filled with every memorable moment 
from the film and a downpour of 
unforgettable songs, Singing in the Rain, 
can’t be missed! 

HAMILTON, MARCUS CENTER 
WITH CHICAGO CAST! NEW TOUR 
Milwaukee | Wed. November 13 | $275 
This story of America’s Founding Father, 
Alexander Hamilton, has taken about 
all the awards Broadway can give, and 
changed it forever! An immigrant from 
the West Indies, Hamilton became 
George Washington’s “right-hand man” 
during the Revolutionary War and was the 
nation’s first Treasury Secretary. Featuring 
a score that blends hip-hop, rap, R&B 
and Broadway musical styles. Enjoy this 
evening show with deluxe motorcoach 
transportation. Seats are limited! 

AUTUMN FESTIVAL  
CRAFT FAIR NEW TOUR 
Villa Park, IL  | Fri. November 15  | $58 
Year after year, this craft fair is a hit with 
our travelers—you’ll get loads of great 
ideas for fall decorating and holiday 
gifts! You’ll be amazed at the level of 
craftsmanship displayed by artists from 30 
states. You could meet a painter, potter, 
metal sculptor, wood carver or jewelry-
maker as you stroll the displays. You’ll find 
a variety of styles, including traditional, 
country, contemporary and Americana. 
Don’t miss it! 

If you see this   or  after the tour price, it means a meal is included.

BACKROADS OF  
SOUTHERN SPAIN NEW TOUR  
September 7 - 15, 2019 
As you head inland towards Granada 
visit the fascinating Alhambra Complex, 
dating back to 889 AD, which Moorish 
poets described as a “pearl set in 
emeralds.” From Granada, you’ll travel 
through Andalusia’s renowned vineyards 
for a tasting at a typical Wine Bodega in 
Montilla.  Visit the fascinating Cathedral 
of Cordoba, one of the most important 
examples of Moorish architecture outside 
of the Arab world, and explore Cordoba’s 
Old Town an incredible UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. As you journey farther into 
the Andalusia country side stop in the 
picturesque town of Ecija the dazzling 
“City of Towers” and then it’s on to 
Seville, which legend says was founded 
3,000 years ago by the mythological hero 
Hercules. In Seville enjoy a full day on 
your own to shop on the Calle Sierpes, 
taste their delectable cuisine in the many 
tapas bars or visit the Alcazar, one of the 
country’s most beautiful palaces. This 
trip through Southern Spain offers new 
experiences and priceless memories to 
last a lifetime. $2,475 including estimated 
airfare from Chicago. 

AUTUMN IN NEW YORK 
September 23 - 27, 2019 
Spend four exciting nights in NYC with 
narrated sight-seeing including Battery 
Park, Central Park, Greenwich Village, the 
Brooklyn Bridge and Carnegie Hall. Visit 
the National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum, take a ferry to Ellis Island and 
the Statue of Liberty. Grab your camera 
and head to Rockefeller Center to climb 
aboard the elevator to the “Top of the 
Rock” observation deck for a spectacular 
panoramic view of Manhattan and New 
York City. Spend your last remaining day 
at your leisure exploring the city on your 
own. What is visiting NYC without an 
included farewell dinner and a famous 
Broadway Show? $2,999 with airfare  
from Madison.  

FROM THE SHANNON  
TO THE THAMES 
September 24 - October 7, 2019 
In Ireland, visit Limerick, The Cliffs of 
Moher, Galway, Adare, Ring of Kerry, 
Killarney, Blarney Castle, Cashel, and 

MULTI DAY 
TOURS

Dublin. As you make your way into 
Northern Ireland, see the Giant’s 
Causeway, visit the Titanic Experience 
and enjoy a one-night stay in Belfast. 
Ferry across the North Channel to 
Scotland to visit Edinburgh and the castle. 
Later make stops in Alnwick, visit the 
infamous shambles in York, take pictures 
at Ann Hathaway’s Cottage in Stratford 
Upon Avon, visit the amazing Roman 
Baths, and experience the mysterious 
Stonehenge. Cap this delightful trip off 
with two nights in London. $4,830 with 
estimated air from Chicago. 

IMPERIAL EUROPEAN 
ADVENTURE NEW TOUR 
October 3-13, 2019 
Begin in Budapest, explore its treasure 
trove of architectural wonders - from 
Gothic to Baroque, Neoclassical and Art 
Nouveau. Make a stop in neighboring 
Slovakia to explore Bratislava’s Medieval 
Old Town and then it’s off to spend two 
full days in Vienna, one of Europe’s best 
known and most beloved cities. Enjoy 
included sightseeing of the major sights 
including the State Opera, Parliament, 
the ornate Rathaus (Old Town) and 
views of Hofburg Imperial Palace from 
Hero’s Square. Relax and marvel at the 
picturesque scenery on your Danube 
River Cruise through the Wachau Valley 
on your way to Spitz. In Salzburg see 
the Domplatz, the Festival Hall and of 
course the charming Getreidegasse, 
where Mozart was born! Head to the 
heart of the Bavarian Alps for a fairytale 
visit to King Ludwig II”s Neuschwanstein 
castle, In Munich tour the Marienplatz, 
the beautiful main square, watch the 
mesmerizing Glockenspiel performance 
atop the new Town Hall or relax at one of 
the many Biergarten’s for a stein or two 
of Germany’s famous beer! $2,820 with 
estimated airfare from Chicago. 

TREASURES OF THE PHARAOHS  
Optional three night extension to Jordan  
March 19 - 28, 2020 
See the iconic Pyramids of Giza followed 
by a visit to the Sphinx, the last remaining 
“wonder” of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World. Tour the Egyptian 
Museum of Antiquities where you will 
see the spectacular treasures of King 
Tutankhamen. Enjoy four impeccable 
nights on the MS Farah as you cruise the 
Nile making stops in Edfu where you will 
visit the tombs of the Valley of the Kings. 
In Kom Ombo visit the Temple dedicated 
to both Horus and the Crocodile God, 

spend the day exploring Aswan, Egypt’s 
third largest city, listen to Nubien music 
as you eat fresh caught fish on a floating 
restaurant! As you make your way 
back to Cairo visit the lovely Temple of 
Philae, followed by a visit to the High 
Dam. As you return home you will leave 
with memoires of the life enriching 
experiences from Egypt and your cruise 
along the Nile River. Pricing starting at 
$4,249 with estimated airfare from Chicago.  
Early booking discount of $200 until 7/31/19

ALASKAN ADVENTURE       
June 20 – July 5, 2020 
This leisurely-paced journey into Alaska’s 
heartland is highlighted by two-nights 
at Denali National Park so you can 
enjoy all this amazing park and lodge 
have to offer, including their fantastic 
Tundra Wilderness tour. The itinerary 
also features a ride on the luxurious 
McKinley Explorer Domed Railcar train 
and overnights in Anchorage, Fairbanks 
and Seward. All combined with an 
elegant seven-day cruise including 
Glacier Bay National Park and the Inside 
Passage featuring Alaska’s iconic ports 
of call! Round trip estimated airfare from 
Chicago with transfers from airport to 
hotel and ship to airport. From $4,838 
with estimated airfare from Chicago. $75 per 
stateroom onboard spending credit

DANUBE DISCOVERY  
June 23-July 2, 2020 
Whether you’re an art lover, a foodie, or 
history buff, an Active Discovery cruise on 
the Danube River invites you to experience 
culture & cuisine in creative ways. Enjoy 
a scenic hike to Count Dracula’s prison 
tower. Sample beer & cheese made by the 
Trappist Monks at Engeszell Abbey or sip 
wine in a local Viennese Heruigen. Pricing 
starting at $4,769. $100 Early booking discount 
until 7/31/19

ALASKAN EXPLORER CRUISE  
July 4 -12, 2020 
This relaxing tour starts with one night in 
Seattle before embarking on a 7-night 
cruise on the ms Oosterdam. Enjoy 
one day of leisure in beautiful Seattle – 
Chichuly Gardens are a must! Explore five 
ports of call including Sitka, Ketchikan 
and Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 
In Juneau the choice is yours, hike on a 
glacier, tour the grand Capital building or 
take in the views from your seaside patio 
as you crack into your Alaska King Crab 
legs! Experience some of the best whale 

ABOUT OUR TOUR LISTINGS Individual brochures including reservation forms, complete itineraries and all terms and conditions, are available for each of the 
extended tours listed in this newsletter. Call or email to request a copy. Prices shown are complete per person based on double occupancy, including accommodations, 
admissions, some meals, taxes and fees, and the cost of transportation by air, motorcoach, train or ship. Note: airfares are often estimated and subject to change.
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DAY 
TOURS

Rockford Garden Adventure Hamilton

Canals, Vineyards & 
Castles River Cruise

Romantic Rhine River Cruise

Shannon to the Thames

watching in Alaska as you cruise though 
Stephens Passage and enjoy the sights 
and attractions in Victoria, B.C. as you 
spend the evening at your leisure. Round 
trip estimated airfare from Madison 
to Seattle with included transfers from 
airports to ship. From $2,399 with estimated 
airfare from Madison. $75 per stateroom 
onboard spending credit

ALASKA’S BEST 
July 11 -22, 2020 
This Alaskan journey starts off with one 
night in Vancouver before embarking on 
a 7-night northbound cruise to Seward. 
Sail through a maze of islands, coves and 
glaciers as you cruise through the Inside 
Passage, Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway and 
Glacier Bay National Park. Be sure to keep 
an eye out for black and whites (killer 
whales)! Enjoy four days of discovery 
on land, including two-nights in Denali 
National Park and their exciting Tundra 
Wilderness Tour. You’ll also ride the 
famous McKinley Explorer Domed railcar 
train to see more of Alaska’s wonderful 
scenery, and top it all off with an overnight 
in Anchorage. Round trip estimated 
airfare from Chicago with transfers from 
airport to hotel and ship to airport. From 
$3,843 with estimated airfare from Chicago.  $75 
per stateroom onboard spending credit

DANUBE DREAMS 
July 15-23, 2020 
Cruise along the peaceful Danube River 
through Germany, Austria, Slovakia, and 
Hungary. Visit some of Central Europe’s 
most splendid capitals and charming 
towns along the way. Fall in love with 
Linz’s legendary art and music. Enjoy 
Apfelstrudel in Austria and see the chain 
bridge in Budapest. Pricing starting at $4,339.  
$750 Early booking discount until 8/27/19

ACTIVE & DISCOVERY  
ON THE RHÔNE  
Burkhalter Travel President’s 
Cruise with Ed & Patrice Mani 
July 27 - August 4, 2020  
Journey down the Rhône during the 
lavender bloom harvest and experience 
France in all of its beauty. Choose the 
included excursions that speak to you, 
from casual and leisurely to cultural and 
active. In addition to classic sightseeing 
and relaxed free time, you can visit an 
oyster farm, bike through Camargue 
Regional Nature Park to spot flamingos, 
or take a painting workshop in Arles. 
Pricing starting at $4,706

CANALS, VINEYARDS, CASTLES 
Sept 1-11, 2020 
A cruise on the Rhine & Moselle rivers 
takes you through the spectacular & 
charming destinations of both France and 
Germany. Begin in the modern capital 
of Amsterdam and end in the “City of 
Lights”.  Highlights include the charming 
town of Cochem, the wine village of 
Bernkastel, and the ancient ruins of 
Luxembourg. Pricing starting at $5,262.  $750 
Early booking discount until 8/27/19

ALASKA AND ATHE YUKON  
August 3 - 15, 2020 
Our most popular tour is the ultimate 
exploration of Alaska, this itinerary takes 
you beyond the borders of Alaska and 
into Canada’s Yukon Territory. In just 
12 days, you will enjoy double-night 
stays at both Denali National Park and 
colorful Dawson City - in the heart of 
the Yukon’s wild frontier and center of 
the famed Klondike Gold Rush. This 
tour is the perfect balance between the 
Great Land’s must-see and seldom-seen 
wonders, all winding down with an 
elegant and relaxing four-night Holland 
America cruise through the fantastic 
Inside Passage to Vancouver! Round-trip 
estimated airfare from Chicago with 
included airport to ship transfers in 
both Alaska and Vancouver. From $5,018 
with estimated airfare from Chicago.  $75 per 
stateroom onboard spending credit

PARIS TO NORMANDY 
Oct 5-13,2020 
This river cruise combines time in 
France’s unparalleled capital of Paris with 
beautiful scenery along the Seine River 
and the picturesque and historical region 
of Normandy. Visit Bizy Castle in Vernon, 
Ohama Beach in Normandy and Vincent 
Van Gogh’s quaint town of Auvers-sur-
oise. Pricing starting at $4,706. $250 Early 
booking discount until 8/27/19

ROMANTIC RHINE 
Oct 9 - 17, 2020 
Join host, Michelle Dent, on one of 
Europe’s most legendary rivers. Journey 
along the Rhine River, as you enjoy the 
sights of Germany, Holland, France, and 
Switzerland! Sail through the spectacular 
Rhine Gorge, see the Heidelberg Castle, 
enjoy a Kolsch style beer in Cologne 
and wander the picturesque town of 
Strasbourg. Pricing starting at $4,505.  
$500 Early booking discount per person
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TRAVEL BOARD                                 Kelly Post as Tour Host

FOR MORE INFORMATION: (608) 833-1525 or (800) 556-9286 • Kelly Post, ext. 211 • 
Kristen Anderson, ext 252 • tours@burkhaltertravel.com

Rockford Garden Adventure      July 12 
Hamilton  July 18 SOLD OUT

Shedd Aquarium July 20 

Oldies River Cruise July 24 SOLD OUT

Historic Kenosha July 31 
Green Bay Botanical Gardens August 6 
And Then There Were None  August 7 

Kickin’ It Country River Cruise August 14
Cubs @ Brewers September 6 SOLD OUT

The Band’s Visit September 14 NEW

Singing in the Rain October 2 NEW 
Hamilton, MKE November 13 NEW

Autumn Festival Craft Fair             November 15 NEW

EXTENDED TOURS CALENDAR 
Alaska & the Yukon  August 02-14 SOLD OUT

Washington Waterways  August 08-16  LAST CALL 

Nova Scotia/Canadian Maritimes August 14-22  LAST CALL 

Portugal/Douro River Cruise August 21-31  LAST CALL 

Rome to London   September 5-17
Backroads of Southern Spain September 7-15
Autumn in New York   September 23-27
Shannon to the Thames  September 24-October 7
Cities of the Great East  September 28-October 5
Natl Parks of the Southwest October 2-14 SOLD OUT

Imperial European Adventure October 3-13
Colorful India/Ganges River October 3-16 SOLD OUT 
Festive Season on Rhine Cruise December 6-14
Opryland Christmas  December 6-10 NEW

Ecuador and Galapagos   March 18-26, 2020 SOLD OUT 
Tulip Time Cruise April 14-22, 2020 LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Oberammergau 2020     May 20-29, 2020 LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Alaskan Adventure  June 20 -July 5, 2020 NEW

Danube Discovery Cruise June 23-July 2, 2020
Alaskan Explorer Cruise  July 4-12, 2020 NEW

Alaska’s Best  July 11-22, 2020 NEW

Danube Dreams Cruise  July 15-23, 2020
Presidents Rhône Discovery Cruise   July 27-August 4, 2020
Alaska & the Yukon  August 3-15, 2020 NEW

Canals, Vineyards & Castles  September 1-11, 2020 
Oberammergau 2020 September 20-29, 2020 SOLD OUT 
Paris to Normandy Cruise     October 5-13, 2020
Romantic Rhine Cruise     October 9-17, 2020 

Gourmet Tuscany, hear what our travelers had to say…
Calling all foodie and wine lovers! We just sent a group of Burkhalter Travelers to the 
picturesque town of Montecatini Terme in Italy. The rolling hills were covered with 
olive trees, vineyards and poppies as far as the eye can see, it was a perfect scene 
straight from the movies! Spending seven nights in the beautiful town of Montecatini 
located in the Province of Pistoia was such a nice reprieve from the get up and go of 
normal tours. There was plenty of free time along with no shortage of food, great local 
specialties and wine…don’t forget the wine! We learned that the Black Rooster is the 
symbol for all Chianti made in the region and we were able to taste the best, Brunello 
di Montalcino. The best way to enjoy Chianti is to accompany it with local meats, 
salami, cheeses, olive oil and bread. Many of us took the Funicolare (cable car) up the 
mountain to Montecatini Alto that overlooked all of the city to watch the sun set and 
take in the breathtaking views! 

Our tour also included day trips to the small towns of Lucca and Bolgheri, which is 
known best for their roads lined with tall cypress trees. We had plenty of free time in 
each of these towns which gave us the opportunity to really immerse ourselves into 
the culture and really “live like a local.” We visited the wine estate of Casa di Terra 
where they are known to grow the best grapes of the region due to their great soil, 
sun and location to the sea. Casa di Terra hand picks all of their own grapes and 
have two, yes only two workers who can bottle up to 2,000 bottles in one hour! 

The highlight of the tour was going to a local Tuscan Farm where we had the chance 
to create a three-course farm to table dinner. We toured the grounds to see their 
olive trees, vegetable/herb gardens and their beautiful roses, which they make wine 
and jam out of. The host family picked fresh herbs and vegetables from their garden 
for us to use in our preparation of our Bruscetta and Zuppa (soup). Pasta, how can 
you be in Italy without eating homemade pasta!! We were given two farm fresh eggs 
and a mound of flour, now it was time to get out hands dirty and create our pasta! 
Once we created our dough, we used a traditional pasta machine to crank the pasta 
into thin sheets, which in turn became our pappardelle pasta. Our pappardelle pasta 
was served with fresh tomatoes from the garden, olive oil fresh bread and of course 
local wine pairings. Our dessert was a traditional Italian favorite, Tiramisu. Mangia!  

The weather was perfect this time of year, early June, we dodged one shower or 
two, but otherwise it was sunny and warm. Our fifteen travelers from Madison made 
a great addition to the other nineteen members of our tour group who hailed from 
Florida, New York, Australia and New Zealand. We all had an amazing week!

WHEN DID YOU 
1ST GET BIT BY 
THE TRAVEL BUG?  
I grew up on a rural 
farm in Wisconsin 
and spent most 
of my childhood 
working on the 
farm, doing chores 

etc.  The first chance I had travel I 
went for it and fell in love with it. 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN 
IN THE TRAVEL INDUSTRY? My 
dream was always to work in the 
travel industry, when I was younger, 
I had the opportunity to attend 
MATC and graduate from their 1-year 
travel program. MATC had great job 
placement and I was placed in the 
Vacation Travel Department here at 
Burkhalter Travel. Burkhalter Travel 
has been my home away from home 
and is where I spent most of my 27 
years in the travel business! 

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE 
DESTINATION YOU HAVE VISITED 
SO FAR? A few years back I had the 
opportunity to spend two weeks 
in England.  We made London our 
home base and spent the two weeks 
exploring every crevice in Southern 
England! London was a great 
jumping off point for us to explore 
and we were able to take advantage 
of their public transportation which 
gave us the opportunity to take 
several day trips out to the explore 
the sites such as Bath, the Cotswold’s, 
Stonehenge and Plymouth! 

WHY DO YOU LIKE LEADING 
GROUPS FOR BURKHALTER? 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART 
ABOUT HOSTING? I love meeting 
new people and having the chance 
to guide them on a trip of a lifetime.  
It is very rewarding to experience 
the smiles on travelers faces as they 
immerse themselves into a new 
destination and culture for the first 
time. Sometimes we are experiencing 
a new destination together for the 
first time and get to share our in our 
excitement together which is the joy 
of travel in my book. 
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“MEET THE HOST”  
  Darlene Beebe 

DID YOU KNOW?
The Globus Family of Brands has found a new way to personalize and make traveling abroad 
even easier!  For all you tech savvy travelers out there, the next time you find yourself over 
the pond and on a Globus Brand tour just download the app. Each Globus Family of Brands 
app is individualized to the exact tour you are taking.  Imagine opening up your phone to 
view a detailed map of your exact location, restaurant/café recommendations, ATM locations 
nearest to you and of course the best places to shop for all those souvenirs. You can view your 
day to day itinerary, check the local weather, track your travel expenses, upload your personal 
photos and journal your trip.  Worried about the data and wifi?  Globus has that covered 
too – the app is GPS enabled which means you do not have to worry about paying for all that 
additional data or wifi. Just open, click and explore! 

Thinking about a country Christmas this year? Well you are in 
luck as we are so excited to offer a full motorcoach tour to the 
Gaylord Opryland Hotel with two luxurious nights at the Brown 
Hotel in Louisville. Enjoy a traditional Country Christmas with 
all the fixins..from a country show at the Wildhorse Saloon, a 
Delta River flatboat ride, an Evan Williams Bourbon experience 
tour and of course a historical musical performance of “My Old 
Kentucky Home.” 

On the 1st day of Christmas - Arrive in Nashville, check 
into the Gaylord Opryland hotel, your home away from home 
for the next two nights. Tonight, enjoy dinner and a show with 
Grammy Award-winning country superstar Trace Adkins! Trace 
will entertain you with the traditional Christmas standards, 
Celtic classics, and a few of his favorite things. 

On the 2nd day of Christmas - Experience ICE! at the 
Gaylord, an incredible holiday attraction hand-carved from 
nearly two million pounds of ice. This year’s theme is yet to 
be announced however be prepared to be amazed by the 
special effects, dramatic lighting and detailed sculptures. 
This afternoon enjoy lunch and a show on Nashville’s famous 
General Jackson Showboat. The evening is yours to try one 
of Opryland’s delicious restaurants. After dinner take in the 
Live Holiday Production at the Opry Theater, following the 
live performance you can experience the magic of Christmas 
as you stroll the atriums in the hotel and view the grand 
holiday decorations. 

On the 3rd day of Christmas - Its off to the historic Brown 
Hotel located in Louisville, loved by generations of guests 
for its Georgian-Revival elegance and timeless Southern 
charm. This landmark hotel at the corners of Fourth and 
Broadway blends breathtaking architectural features with 
modern amenities. The Brown infuses every experience with 
gentility and refinement. This evening it’s off to dinner at 

the Derby Dinner Playhouse one of America’s finest dinner 
theaters. Enjoy a fabulous dinner and a show highlighting 
the spirit of Christmas! 

On the 4th day of Christmas - Reindeer Games, Slugger 
Museum, Bourbon…oh my! Head over to the Kentucky Derby 
Museum where it’s a festive laugh-filled morning of Reindeer 
racing and $5k worth of “Horsey Bucks.” You don’t have to be 
a baseball fan to love Louisville Slugger Museum, this tour is 
filled with fascinating interactive exhibits that are packed full 
of history. Next its on to the Frazier Museum where you will 
enjoy a guided tour of this fascinating museum, you can see 
unique and historic artifacts such as the family bible of the 
legendary pioneer Daniel Boone. This evening its dinner at 
the Evan Williams Bourbon Distillery where you will learn the 
secret to making the perfect Mint Julep and of course enjoy 
a little bourbon while you are at it! After dinner experience 
the historic musical presentation by the costumed characters 
of “My Old Kentucky Home” Outdoor Drama. You will be 
serenated by a few of Stephen Foster’s famous songs mixed in 
with classic Christmas Carols you have known forever. 

On the 5th day of Christmas – Depart for home. 
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY TOUR PREVEIW! 

OPRYLAND CHRISTMAS WITH LOUISVILLE
DECEMBER 6-10, 2019  |  $1,599 per person based on double occupancy  
Motorocach tour departing from Madison 
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TOURS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: (608) 833-1525 or (800) 556-9286 • Kelly Post, ext. 211 • 
Kristen Anderson, ext 252 • tours@burkhaltertravel.com

Rockford Garden Adventure      July 12 
Hamilton  July 18 SOLD OUT

Shedd Aquarium July 20 

Oldies River Cruise July 24 SOLD OUT

Historic Kenosha July 31 
Green Bay Botanical Gardens August 6 
And Then There Were None  August 7 

Kickin’ It Country River Cruise August 14
Cubs @ Brewers September 6 SOLD OUT

The Band’s Visit September 14 NEW

Singing in the Rain October 2 NEW 
Hamilton, MKE November 13 NEW

Autumn Festival Craft Fair             November 15 NEW

EXTENDED TOURS CALENDAR 
Alaska & the Yukon  August 02-14 SOLD OUT

Washington Waterways  August 08-16  LAST CALL 

Nova Scotia/Canadian Maritimes August 14-22  LAST CALL 

Portugal/Douro River Cruise August 21-31  LAST CALL 

Rome to London   September 5-17
Backroads of Southern Spain September 7-15
Autumn in New York   September 23-27
Shannon to the Thames  September 24-October 7
Cities of the Great East  September 28-October 5
Natl Parks of the Southwest October 2-14 SOLD OUT

Imperial European Adventure October 3-13
Colorful India/Ganges River October 3-16 SOLD OUT 
Festive Season on Rhine Cruise December 6-14
Opryland Christmas  December 6-10 NEW

Ecuador and Galapagos   March 18-26, 2020 SOLD OUT 
Tulip Time Cruise April 14-22, 2020 LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Oberammergau 2020     May 20-29, 2020 LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Alaskan Adventure  June 20 -July 5, 2020 NEW

Danube Discovery Cruise June 23-July 2, 2020
Alaskan Explorer Cruise  July 4-12, 2020 NEW

Alaska’s Best  July 11-22, 2020 NEW

Danube Dreams Cruise  July 15-23, 2020
Presidents Rhône Discovery Cruise   July 27-August 4, 2020
Alaska & the Yukon  August 3-15, 2020 NEW

Canals, Vineyards & Castles  September 1-11, 2020 
Oberammergau 2020 September 20-29, 2020 SOLD OUT 
Paris to Normandy Cruise     October 5-13, 2020
Romantic Rhine Cruise     October 9-17, 2020 

Gourmet Tuscany, hear what our travelers had to say…
Calling all foodie and wine lovers! We just sent a group of Burkhalter Travelers to the 
picturesque town of Montecatini Terme in Italy. The rolling hills were covered with 
olive trees, vineyards and poppies as far as the eye can see, it was a perfect scene 
straight from the movies! Spending seven nights in the beautiful town of Montecatini 
located in the Province of Pistoia was such a nice reprieve from the get up and go of 
normal tours. There was plenty of free time along with no shortage of food, great local 
specialties and wine…don’t forget the wine! We learned that the Black Rooster is the 
symbol for all Chianti made in the region and we were able to taste the best, Brunello 
di Montalcino. The best way to enjoy Chianti is to accompany it with local meats, 
salami, cheeses, olive oil and bread. Many of us took the Funicolare (cable car) up the 
mountain to Montecatini Alto that overlooked all of the city to watch the sun set and 
take in the breathtaking views! 

Our tour also included day trips to the small towns of Lucca and Bolgheri, which is 
known best for their roads lined with tall cypress trees. We had plenty of free time in 
each of these towns which gave us the opportunity to really immerse ourselves into 
the culture and really “live like a local.” We visited the wine estate of Casa di Terra 
where they are known to grow the best grapes of the region due to their great soil, 
sun and location to the sea. Casa di Terra hand picks all of their own grapes and 
have two, yes only two workers who can bottle up to 2,000 bottles in one hour! 

The highlight of the tour was going to a local Tuscan Farm where we had the chance 
to create a three-course farm to table dinner. We toured the grounds to see their 
olive trees, vegetable/herb gardens and their beautiful roses, which they make wine 
and jam out of. The host family picked fresh herbs and vegetables from their garden 
for us to use in our preparation of our Bruscetta and Zuppa (soup). Pasta, how can 
you be in Italy without eating homemade pasta!! We were given two farm fresh eggs 
and a mound of flour, now it was time to get out hands dirty and create our pasta! 
Once we created our dough, we used a traditional pasta machine to crank the pasta 
into thin sheets, which in turn became our pappardelle pasta. Our pappardelle pasta 
was served with fresh tomatoes from the garden, olive oil fresh bread and of course 
local wine pairings. Our dessert was a traditional Italian favorite, Tiramisu. Mangia!  

The weather was perfect this time of year, early June, we dodged one shower or 
two, but otherwise it was sunny and warm. Our fifteen travelers from Madison made 
a great addition to the other nineteen members of our tour group who hailed from 
Florida, New York, Australia and New Zealand. We all had an amazing week!

WHEN DID YOU 
1ST GET BIT BY 
THE TRAVEL BUG?  
I grew up on a rural 
farm in Wisconsin 
and spent most 
of my childhood 
working on the 
farm, doing chores 

etc.  The first chance I had travel I 
went for it and fell in love with it. 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN 
IN THE TRAVEL INDUSTRY? My 
dream was always to work in the 
travel industry, when I was younger, 
I had the opportunity to attend 
MATC and graduate from their 1-year 
travel program. MATC had great job 
placement and I was placed in the 
Vacation Travel Department here at 
Burkhalter Travel. Burkhalter Travel 
has been my home away from home 
and is where I spent most of my 27 
years in the travel business! 

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE 
DESTINATION YOU HAVE VISITED 
SO FAR? A few years back I had the 
opportunity to spend two weeks 
in England.  We made London our 
home base and spent the two weeks 
exploring every crevice in Southern 
England! London was a great 
jumping off point for us to explore 
and we were able to take advantage 
of their public transportation which 
gave us the opportunity to take 
several day trips out to the explore 
the sites such as Bath, the Cotswold’s, 
Stonehenge and Plymouth! 

WHY DO YOU LIKE LEADING 
GROUPS FOR BURKHALTER? 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART 
ABOUT HOSTING? I love meeting 
new people and having the chance 
to guide them on a trip of a lifetime.  
It is very rewarding to experience 
the smiles on travelers faces as they 
immerse themselves into a new 
destination and culture for the first 
time. Sometimes we are experiencing 
a new destination together for the 
first time and get to share our in our 
excitement together which is the joy 
of travel in my book. 
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“MEET THE HOST”  
  Darlene Beebe 

DID YOU KNOW?
The Globus Family of Brands has found a new way to personalize and make traveling abroad 
even easier!  For all you tech savvy travelers out there, the next time you find yourself over 
the pond and on a Globus Brand tour just download the app. Each Globus Family of Brands 
app is individualized to the exact tour you are taking.  Imagine opening up your phone to 
view a detailed map of your exact location, restaurant/café recommendations, ATM locations 
nearest to you and of course the best places to shop for all those souvenirs. You can view your 
day to day itinerary, check the local weather, track your travel expenses, upload your personal 
photos and journal your trip.  Worried about the data and wifi?  Globus has that covered 
too – the app is GPS enabled which means you do not have to worry about paying for all that 
additional data or wifi. Just open, click and explore! 

Thinking about a country Christmas this year? Well you are in 
luck as we are so excited to offer a full motorcoach tour to the 
Gaylord Opryland Hotel with two luxurious nights at the Brown 
Hotel in Louisville. Enjoy a traditional Country Christmas with 
all the fixins..from a country show at the Wildhorse Saloon, a 
Delta River flatboat ride, an Evan Williams Bourbon experience 
tour and of course a historical musical performance of “My Old 
Kentucky Home.” 

On the 1st day of Christmas - Arrive in Nashville, check 
into the Gaylord Opryland hotel, your home away from home 
for the next two nights. Tonight, enjoy dinner and a show with 
Grammy Award-winning country superstar Trace Adkins! Trace 
will entertain you with the traditional Christmas standards, 
Celtic classics, and a few of his favorite things. 

On the 2nd day of Christmas - Experience ICE! at the 
Gaylord, an incredible holiday attraction hand-carved from 
nearly two million pounds of ice. This year’s theme is yet to 
be announced however be prepared to be amazed by the 
special effects, dramatic lighting and detailed sculptures. 
This afternoon enjoy lunch and a show on Nashville’s famous 
General Jackson Showboat. The evening is yours to try one 
of Opryland’s delicious restaurants. After dinner take in the 
Live Holiday Production at the Opry Theater, following the 
live performance you can experience the magic of Christmas 
as you stroll the atriums in the hotel and view the grand 
holiday decorations. 

On the 3rd day of Christmas - Its off to the historic Brown 
Hotel located in Louisville, loved by generations of guests 
for its Georgian-Revival elegance and timeless Southern 
charm. This landmark hotel at the corners of Fourth and 
Broadway blends breathtaking architectural features with 
modern amenities. The Brown infuses every experience with 
gentility and refinement. This evening it’s off to dinner at 

the Derby Dinner Playhouse one of America’s finest dinner 
theaters. Enjoy a fabulous dinner and a show highlighting 
the spirit of Christmas! 

On the 4th day of Christmas - Reindeer Games, Slugger 
Museum, Bourbon…oh my! Head over to the Kentucky Derby 
Museum where it’s a festive laugh-filled morning of Reindeer 
racing and $5k worth of “Horsey Bucks.” You don’t have to be 
a baseball fan to love Louisville Slugger Museum, this tour is 
filled with fascinating interactive exhibits that are packed full 
of history. Next its on to the Frazier Museum where you will 
enjoy a guided tour of this fascinating museum, you can see 
unique and historic artifacts such as the family bible of the 
legendary pioneer Daniel Boone. This evening its dinner at 
the Evan Williams Bourbon Distillery where you will learn the 
secret to making the perfect Mint Julep and of course enjoy 
a little bourbon while you are at it! After dinner experience 
the historic musical presentation by the costumed characters 
of “My Old Kentucky Home” Outdoor Drama. You will be 
serenated by a few of Stephen Foster’s famous songs mixed in 
with classic Christmas Carols you have known forever. 

On the 5th day of Christmas – Depart for home. 
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY TOUR PREVEIW! 

OPRYLAND CHRISTMAS WITH LOUISVILLE
DECEMBER 6-10, 2019  |  $1,599 per person based on double occupancy  
Motorocach tour departing from Madison 
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Rockford Garden Adventure      July 12 
Hamilton  July 18 SOLD OUT

Shedd Aquarium July 20 

Oldies River Cruise July 24 SOLD OUT

Historic Kenosha July 31 
Green Bay Botanical Gardens August 6 
And Then There Were None  August 7 

Kickin’ It Country River Cruise August 14
Cubs @ Brewers September 6 SOLD OUT

The Band’s Visit September 14 NEW

Singing in the Rain October 2 NEW 
Hamilton, MKE November 13 NEW

Autumn Festival Craft Fair             November 15 NEW

EXTENDED TOURS CALENDAR 
Alaska & the Yukon  August 02-14 SOLD OUT

Washington Waterways  August 08-16  LAST CALL 

Nova Scotia/Canadian Maritimes August 14-22  LAST CALL 

Portugal/Douro River Cruise August 21-31  LAST CALL 

Rome to London   September 5-17
Backroads of Southern Spain September 7-15
Autumn in New York   September 23-27
Shannon to the Thames  September 24-October 7
Cities of the Great East  September 28-October 5
Natl Parks of the Southwest October 2-14 SOLD OUT

Imperial European Adventure October 3-13
Colorful India/Ganges River October 3-16 SOLD OUT 
Festive Season on Rhine Cruise December 6-14
Opryland Christmas  December 6-10 NEW

Ecuador and Galapagos   March 18-26, 2020 SOLD OUT 
Tulip Time Cruise April 14-22, 2020 LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Oberammergau 2020     May 20-29, 2020 LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Alaskan Adventure  June 20 -July 5, 2020 NEW

Danube Discovery Cruise June 23-July 2, 2020
Alaskan Explorer Cruise  July 4-12, 2020 NEW

Alaska’s Best  July 11-22, 2020 NEW

Danube Dreams Cruise  July 15-23, 2020
Presidents Rhône Discovery Cruise   July 27-August 4, 2020
Alaska & the Yukon  August 3-15, 2020 NEW

Canals, Vineyards & Castles  September 1-11, 2020 
Oberammergau 2020 September 20-29, 2020 SOLD OUT 
Paris to Normandy Cruise     October 5-13, 2020
Romantic Rhine Cruise     October 9-17, 2020 

Gourmet Tuscany, hear what our travelers had to say…
Calling all foodie and wine lovers! We just sent a group of Burkhalter Travelers to the 
picturesque town of Montecatini Terme in Italy. The rolling hills were covered with 
olive trees, vineyards and poppies as far as the eye can see, it was a perfect scene 
straight from the movies! Spending seven nights in the beautiful town of Montecatini 
located in the Province of Pistoia was such a nice reprieve from the get up and go of 
normal tours. There was plenty of free time along with no shortage of food, great local 
specialties and wine…don’t forget the wine! We learned that the Black Rooster is the 
symbol for all Chianti made in the region and we were able to taste the best, Brunello 
di Montalcino. The best way to enjoy Chianti is to accompany it with local meats, 
salami, cheeses, olive oil and bread. Many of us took the Funicolare (cable car) up the 
mountain to Montecatini Alto that overlooked all of the city to watch the sun set and 
take in the breathtaking views! 

Our tour also included day trips to the small towns of Lucca and Bolgheri, which is 
known best for their roads lined with tall cypress trees. We had plenty of free time in 
each of these towns which gave us the opportunity to really immerse ourselves into 
the culture and really “live like a local.” We visited the wine estate of Casa di Terra 
where they are known to grow the best grapes of the region due to their great soil, 
sun and location to the sea. Casa di Terra hand picks all of their own grapes and 
have two, yes only two workers who can bottle up to 2,000 bottles in one hour! 

The highlight of the tour was going to a local Tuscan Farm where we had the chance 
to create a three-course farm to table dinner. We toured the grounds to see their 
olive trees, vegetable/herb gardens and their beautiful roses, which they make wine 
and jam out of. The host family picked fresh herbs and vegetables from their garden 
for us to use in our preparation of our Bruscetta and Zuppa (soup). Pasta, how can 
you be in Italy without eating homemade pasta!! We were given two farm fresh eggs 
and a mound of flour, now it was time to get out hands dirty and create our pasta! 
Once we created our dough, we used a traditional pasta machine to crank the pasta 
into thin sheets, which in turn became our pappardelle pasta. Our pappardelle pasta 
was served with fresh tomatoes from the garden, olive oil fresh bread and of course 
local wine pairings. Our dessert was a traditional Italian favorite, Tiramisu. Mangia!  

The weather was perfect this time of year, early June, we dodged one shower or 
two, but otherwise it was sunny and warm. Our fifteen travelers from Madison made 
a great addition to the other nineteen members of our tour group who hailed from 
Florida, New York, Australia and New Zealand. We all had an amazing week!

WHEN DID YOU 
1ST GET BIT BY 
THE TRAVEL BUG?  
I grew up on a rural 
farm in Wisconsin 
and spent most 
of my childhood 
working on the 
farm, doing chores 

etc.  The first chance I had travel I 
went for it and fell in love with it. 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN 
IN THE TRAVEL INDUSTRY? My 
dream was always to work in the 
travel industry, when I was younger, 
I had the opportunity to attend 
MATC and graduate from their 1-year 
travel program. MATC had great job 
placement and I was placed in the 
Vacation Travel Department here at 
Burkhalter Travel. Burkhalter Travel 
has been my home away from home 
and is where I spent most of my 27 
years in the travel business! 

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE 
DESTINATION YOU HAVE VISITED 
SO FAR? A few years back I had the 
opportunity to spend two weeks 
in England.  We made London our 
home base and spent the two weeks 
exploring every crevice in Southern 
England! London was a great 
jumping off point for us to explore 
and we were able to take advantage 
of their public transportation which 
gave us the opportunity to take 
several day trips out to the explore 
the sites such as Bath, the Cotswold’s, 
Stonehenge and Plymouth! 

WHY DO YOU LIKE LEADING 
GROUPS FOR BURKHALTER? 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART 
ABOUT HOSTING? I love meeting 
new people and having the chance 
to guide them on a trip of a lifetime.  
It is very rewarding to experience 
the smiles on travelers faces as they 
immerse themselves into a new 
destination and culture for the first 
time. Sometimes we are experiencing 
a new destination together for the 
first time and get to share our in our 
excitement together which is the joy 
of travel in my book. 

PRESORT STD 
U.S. Postage Paid  

Madison, WI 
Permit No. 19686501 Mineral Point Rd

Madison, WI 53705

ONE-DAY TOUR CALENDAR

N
EW

SLETTER JULY 2019

W
E

LC
O

M
E

!
H

ap
p

y H
olid

ays…
.is it too soon? W

e d
on’t think so! B

oth K
elly and

 m
yself 

are alw
ays thinking

 ahead
 and

 w
e are so excited

 to roll out our new
est 

holid
ay m

otorcoach tour for this D
ecem

b
er! W

ith the p
op

ularity of B
ranson 

last year, w
e are sticking

 w
ith the south, and

 g
oing

 to N
ashville and

 
Louisville on the C

ountry C
hristm

as Tour. The tour is p
acked

 full of historical 
ad

ventures in each city p
aired

 w
ith the trad

itional C
hristm

as flare, see our 
Tour Sp

otlig
ht for all the d

etails. It is also that tim
e of year w

here w
e start 

to roll out our fall d
ay tours. W

e have ad
d

ed
 four g

reat new
 tours to our 

lineup
. If you have not seen the infam

ous H
am

ilton show
 in C

hicag
o yet w

e 
have you covered

 - our new
est H

am
ilton offering

 w
ill b

e an evening
 show

 
at the M

arcus C
enter for the Perform

ing
 A

rts in M
ilw

aukee on a d
eluxe 

m
otorcoach! B

urkhalter w
as one of the very few

 that w
as ab

le to receive 
g

roup
 tickets and

 w
e only have thirty, so d

on’t w
ait! W

e have also ad
d

ed
 

The B
and

’s Visit, w
inner of 10 Tony A

w
ard

s and
 the new

est m
usical to hit 

B
road

w
ay in C

hicag
o - check out the D

ay Tours section for the rest of our 
fall offering

s. W
e look forw

ard
 to seeing

 you soon!

- K
elly &

 K
risten 

Opryland 
Christm

as  
See Inside

(800) 556-9286 or (608) 833-1525 - Kelly ext 211, Kristen ext 252  | tours@burkhaltertravel.com (800) 556-9286 or (608) 833-1525 - Kelly ext 211, Kristen ext 252  | tours@burkhaltertravel.comBurkhalter Tours Newsletter  | JULY 2019 Burkhalter Tours Newsletter  | JULY 2019

“MEET THE HOST”  
  Darlene Beebe 

DID YOU KNOW?
The Globus Family of Brands has found a new way to personalize and make traveling abroad 
even easier!  For all you tech savvy travelers out there, the next time you find yourself over 
the pond and on a Globus Brand tour just download the app. Each Globus Family of Brands 
app is individualized to the exact tour you are taking.  Imagine opening up your phone to 
view a detailed map of your exact location, restaurant/café recommendations, ATM locations 
nearest to you and of course the best places to shop for all those souvenirs. You can view your 
day to day itinerary, check the local weather, track your travel expenses, upload your personal 
photos and journal your trip.  Worried about the data and wifi?  Globus has that covered 
too – the app is GPS enabled which means you do not have to worry about paying for all that 
additional data or wifi. Just open, click and explore! 

Thinking about a country Christmas this year? Well you are in 
luck as we are so excited to offer a full motorcoach tour to the 
Gaylord Opryland Hotel with two luxurious nights at the Brown 
Hotel in Louisville. Enjoy a traditional Country Christmas with 
all the fixins..from a country show at the Wildhorse Saloon, a 
Delta River flatboat ride, an Evan Williams Bourbon experience 
tour and of course a historical musical performance of “My Old 
Kentucky Home.” 

On the 1st day of Christmas - Arrive in Nashville, check 
into the Gaylord Opryland hotel, your home away from home 
for the next two nights. Tonight, enjoy dinner and a show with 
Grammy Award-winning country superstar Trace Adkins! Trace 
will entertain you with the traditional Christmas standards, 
Celtic classics, and a few of his favorite things. 

On the 2nd day of Christmas - Experience ICE! at the 
Gaylord, an incredible holiday attraction hand-carved from 
nearly two million pounds of ice. This year’s theme is yet to 
be announced however be prepared to be amazed by the 
special effects, dramatic lighting and detailed sculptures. 
This afternoon enjoy lunch and a show on Nashville’s famous 
General Jackson Showboat. The evening is yours to try one 
of Opryland’s delicious restaurants. After dinner take in the 
Live Holiday Production at the Opry Theater, following the 
live performance you can experience the magic of Christmas 
as you stroll the atriums in the hotel and view the grand 
holiday decorations. 

On the 3rd day of Christmas - Its off to the historic Brown 
Hotel located in Louisville, loved by generations of guests 
for its Georgian-Revival elegance and timeless Southern 
charm. This landmark hotel at the corners of Fourth and 
Broadway blends breathtaking architectural features with 
modern amenities. The Brown infuses every experience with 
gentility and refinement. This evening it’s off to dinner at 

the Derby Dinner Playhouse one of America’s finest dinner 
theaters. Enjoy a fabulous dinner and a show highlighting 
the spirit of Christmas! 

On the 4th day of Christmas - Reindeer Games, Slugger 
Museum, Bourbon…oh my! Head over to the Kentucky Derby 
Museum where it’s a festive laugh-filled morning of Reindeer 
racing and $5k worth of “Horsey Bucks.” You don’t have to be 
a baseball fan to love Louisville Slugger Museum, this tour is 
filled with fascinating interactive exhibits that are packed full 
of history. Next its on to the Frazier Museum where you will 
enjoy a guided tour of this fascinating museum, you can see 
unique and historic artifacts such as the family bible of the 
legendary pioneer Daniel Boone. This evening its dinner at 
the Evan Williams Bourbon Distillery where you will learn the 
secret to making the perfect Mint Julep and of course enjoy 
a little bourbon while you are at it! After dinner experience 
the historic musical presentation by the costumed characters 
of “My Old Kentucky Home” Outdoor Drama. You will be 
serenated by a few of Stephen Foster’s famous songs mixed in 
with classic Christmas Carols you have known forever. 

On the 5th day of Christmas – Depart for home. 
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY TOUR PREVEIW! 

OPRYLAND CHRISTMAS WITH LOUISVILLE
DECEMBER 6-10, 2019  |  $1,599 per person based on double occupancy  
Motorocach tour departing from Madison 




